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U.C.R. and NCVS Crime Databases
The Uniform Crime Report (U.C.R.) and the National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS) databases are the primary sources that provide information on victimology and crime in the U.S.A. Criminal victimization 2017 examines individual crimes, including assault, robbery, rape, and property crimes. Criminal victimization provides data that suggests that the rate of theft victimization increased from 1.7 to 2.3 per 1,000 persons between 2016 and 2017(Morgan & Truman, 2017). The level of crimes is suggested to be rising in the U.S.A. Indicators of School Crime and safety 2015 presents information on safety and crime from the viewpoints of the principals, teachers, and students (Zhang & Oudekerk, 2015). The data shows that the rate of victimization increased among the students between 2014 and 2015, especially those who reside in rural areas.
In the U.C.R. database, there is information on the active shooter incidences which occurred in 2014 and 2015. Forty occurrences of shootings were reported in 2015. It provides the categories of shooters and the state of the casualties (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 2015). One of the incidents reported occurred in Peninsula in February 2015, where Tyrod Tyrel, 17 years was armed with a gun and begun shooting at Mercy's apartment and wounded three people. Still, the shooter was apprehended a few hours after the incident (Federal Bureau of Investigation, 2015). There are many other incidences presented by this database from 2014 to 2015. 
U.C.R. has strengths and weaknesses. The most significant strength is that the U.C.R. enables people to compare the rate of crime in various places. Also, it allows society to view the historical ground of crimes and the viewpoint of crimes by communities (Ansari & He, 2016). However, U.C.R. only provides information about crimes that are discovered by the police. The data provided is focused on the behavior of the police rather than criminal behavior. NCVS has strength in providing data that are unreported to the police by carrying out surveys every six months. NCVS offers data for historical importance, which enables the comparison of different crimes at different times (Ansari & He, 2016). However, the response of NCVS is diminishing; thus, their accuracy of data is declining. The NCVS provides information on specific crimes and not all the crimes in the U.S.A. Therefore, it cannot provide information on what happens in various places in the country.
The causes of crime for the crime trends identified in these databases include sociological and biological theories. The natural explanation assumes that some individuals are born criminals. The genetic factor is the main element that causes individuals to be involved in criminal activities (Charles, 2015). Illegal activities, such as drug abuse, are believed to be inherited from one generation to another. Psychologists in the forensic departments mostly argue that the biological aspects lead to criminal acts in individuals. Apart from the genetic characteristics, other biological factors that are mentioned in the natural theory include evolutionary elements, serotonin levels, hormonal imbalance, the structure of the brain, and ancestry features. The natural theory suggests that those individuals who are criminals are likely to bear children who are criminals due to their genetic composition.
The social theory assumes that individuals are influenced by their environment to become criminals. People brought up in a situation where there is a lot of criminal activities are likely to become criminals. One of the theories that are involved in the social causes of crimes is the strain theory. This theory assumes that people undergo strains of stress, and they become disappointed, and as a result, they end up engaging in criminal activities (Charles, 2015). For example, people may end up being involved with violence, steal to reduce financial stress, or even engage in drug abuse as they believe it may relieve the stress. There are various factors that affect the impact of the strains, which make people feel bad and discouraged. The negative feelings influence individuals to venture into corrective activities that are destructive. For example, when a person is harmed by another individual, he or she may end up in the act of seeking revenge, which influences a criminal activity.
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